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interests and associations. Even then excellence needs
to be guarded by an oath, which is viewed with super-
stitious awe. I do not think the Professor's friends will
thank him for this defence of the morality of their
countrymen.
When I think of the wickedness rampant among large
classes in a country like our own, notwithstanding our
great privileges, I shrink from applying to the Hindus
. the strong terms of condemnation which I have often
heard There is among them, as I have already said,
much family affection; they are, in ordinary circumstancesf
very courteous; they often manifest a kindly disposition ;
almsgiving is reckoned a high virtue ; many lead quiet,
orderly, industrious lives; and, as Max Muller tells usr
from the earliest age satya, " truth," in its widest sense,
has been represented by them as the very pillar on which
goodness rests, though it must be allowed it has been
much more praised than practised.
Am I then to say, as many have done, that Hinduism
has done its adherents no harm,, and that Christianity
has done its adherents no good—that the Hindus as a
people stand as high morally as we do? With every
-desireto speak of them as favourably as I can, with a
pleasing recollection of many acts of kindness and
courtesy, and with every desire to rid myself of pre-
judice, I must dissent strongly from this view. I cannot
forget the lurid light cast on the native character during
the Mutiny; the treachery, ingratitude, falsehood, and
cruelty shown by many who gloried in their caste purity—
relieved, however, it is only right to acknowledge, by
notable instances of faithfulness and kindness. I can-
not but remember the impression often made on my
mind of their low standard of character, the absence of

